Inspection of Mining Activities in Bharatpur (Rajasthan) and Mathura (Uttar Pradesh) Region with Reference to a public Complain

Date of Inpection: November 06, 2005

Ref.:
Letter of Sh. Vineet Narayan, Braj Rakshak Dal, Mathura (Dated: September 30,

2005) referred to CPCB-Agra Office by Member Secretary, Central Board, Delhi 

(vide No. 70/MS Dated: October 3, 2005)

   Background of the Complaint
:

According to the complainant, numerous low lying hill ranges lie in the region (the ancient Braj-Kshetra) spreaded in the Districts of Mathura and Bharatpur), which is of great spiritual as well as ecological importance. Goverdhan Parvat at Goverdhan village, Nandishwar Parvat at Nandgaon, Brahmanchal Parvat at Barsana, Ashtakoot hills ranges and several other hill ranges in Deeg and Kaman tehsils of Bharatpur districts constitute the hilly terrain of the region. These hills apart from their ecological treasure are home to innumerable heritage sites and spots. All these areas come under the defined TTZ area.

These hills are being brutally destroyed just for masonry stone. An organized mining activity is on the play to disrobe the entire Braj Bhoomi of all its grandeur. The current epicenter of these mining activities is the Kaman tehsil in the Bharatpur District of Rajasthan. Defying all established norms and guidelines of mining the miners are running a naked show. All this forced the Villagers of Bolkheda village to file a Public Interest Litigation in the Rajasthan High Court against this unscrupulous destruction. The Hon’ble High Court appointed a two member committee to investigate into the matter in its order dated 24.2.2004. The exhaustive report of the committee has been vocal and explicit enough to certify the pathetic state of affairs. The compliance of the Hon’ble Courts (Allahabad as well as Rajasthan) orders is still awaited. As a result of which, the complainant requested to pursue the matter so that the entire Braj-kshetra could be stopped resulting environmental conservation,  protection of hillocks / vegetation, prevention of pollution and other ecological damages including safe-guarding of land, agricultural fields, cattle and of  from such mining activity.

Issues of concerns in the Complaint:
· Exploitation / Large scale mining operation of hillocks in the region particularly in and around the villages of Seu, Kalawata, and Lehsar in the Kaman tehsil of Bharatput District in Rajasthan.

· Blasting of dynamite in the region

· Dumping and throwing of rock splinters in the entire area

· Mushrooming of stone-crushing units in the entire belt

Visit and Inspection:

Apropos above, the undersigned along with the local members (who associated with the visit as local guide were Mr. Sudhanshu Jain, Student, IIT Roorkee;  Mr Anuj Goyal, Student, Amity Business School, Noida and Shri Haribol Das Baba,Saint, Maan Mandir, Gahvarvan Barsaana, Mathura, UP) visited the entire region in question on November 06, 2005. With a view to visualize the entire environmental / local issues in the region in one turn; the journey was made as per the route below:

Onward journey:

Mathura( Kosi  ( Survari ( Nanadgaon ( Levadaka ( Udaka ( Kama( Kalavata (  Kama 

Return journey:

Indrauli ( Seu ( Parbandra ( Deedawali ( Deeg ( Goverdhan ( Mathura

Observations and Conclusions:

The above region, popularly known as Braj Region, as the entire area consist of numerous heritage site of Lord Krishna’s time and is considered as the Lila-kshetra of Lord Krishna (as such locally considered as Heritage / Religious place / Site of Ancient Heritage and Culture), hence huge inflow of tourists  through out the year is a regular phenomenon. 
As per local information, about 4-5 million tourists / devotees visited the place last year. This region also falls into the Taj Trapezium zone as demarcated by the Central Pollution Control Board.  All the above mentioned places are located within the geographic limits of TTZ as has been demarcated by the CPCB and also accepted by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. This may be seen in the following map of TTZ (North-West corner of TTZ boundary).


The area is lying within the catchment area of river Yamuna and noted to be fertile even though situated in Rajasthan State (Bharatpur District) vide pictures as under. It may be also seen that the above mentioned hills and hillocks are devoid of any vegetative cover, and according to the local villagers, all the forest cover has been destroyed due to excessive mining activity in past 3-4 years. 

Mining waste was found scattered at various places – so was the over burden. The hills, as reported by the local people, earlier had rich vegetation and could be called catchment area of holy river Yamuna, was found to be brutally broken and damaged. In some areas, mining activity has been done even below the ground water table (Please refer photograph above). The visit by the team / our inspection did not witness any such sincere and positive approach / efforts of the mine owners manifesting their intention to protect environment but instead they were unmindful of the loss to the ecology / mythological places of the ancient days. The mining operations at the sites were in a haphazard manner and the mining waste as stated above was scattered all over the places and it appeared to us that at many places the mines were exploited to the maximum and abandoned when no future prospects or profits were seen in it. Abandoned mines – pits found without reclamation and which virtually have become a source of grave risk for any living being. To surmise the mining activity in the region, one can easily say that such activities are being done in a non-technical way as the activity has not paid any measures towards protection of the sensitive / fragile ecosystem including vegetation, hillocks, local tourism activity. The activity has put local population at danger besides survival of cattle population.

There was no evidence of any plantation being done as per the norms prescribed by the Department of Forest and also as provided under the Environment Protection Act even after the mining activity. According to the opinion of the nearby inhabitants, the entire hill track is being defaced and being denuded of the rocks, vegetation and plantation and the loss already incurred not only a huge damage to local ecology and may be considered as irreparable loss and cannot be compensated by any means.

A series of stone-crushers were found to work in the entire region, almost all the places at Nandgaon in UP (throughout Kosi to Nadgaon Road), Kaman and in Deeg in Rajasthan etc. which are significant source of pollution in all major roads, villages near to the religious places. The condition of the roads is very bad to poor. This was the cause of over loading of trucks (HTVs). The road was found to be unsuitable for LTVs.  The following pictures are the glimpses of the road condition:

The connectivity among the historical places is being lost and gradually impact on tourism activity is bound to hamper in the long run. The abandoned mines are at risk not only for the villagers but also for cattle population, wild life etc.  Due to such activity in the region the socio-economic balance, which is largely based on agriculture is being disturbed.  
The loss of natural forest in the hillocks can not be replenished / recovered at any cost. An irreparable damage to ecological balance is not ruled out including danger to human lives due to land slide and soil erosions. The area is suffering from drinking water scarcity. As such depletion of ground water table is also not being ruled out.

Recommendations:
The Tajmahal is threatened with deterioration and damaged not only by the natural causes of decay, but also by changing socio-economic conditions which aggravate the situation with even more formidable phenomena of damage or destruction. Realizing such unbalanced situation, the CPCB defined TTZ in 1982-83 covering awaited distance from Tajmahal. This was done not only to protect Tajmahal but also to protect cultural and heritage monuments as well as fragile eco-system including Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary (mining area is only 50 km from this place) and other sensitive areas / spots in this region.  The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India has declared entire TTZ as environmentally / fragile ecosystem and prohibited some of the major polluting activities including open cast mining, establishment of stone crushers in this sensitive zone. We need to examine the issue with the State Pollution Control Boards of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan in this regard. 
Additionally, if the Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board has granted No Objection Certificate as well as consent for mining, the conditions stipulated in the consent needs to be examined carefully, in view of the fast degradation of land use pattern including forest. Even it is suggested that the Mining Agency should pay much attention at the earliest.

None of the stone crushers is implementing  any pollution control measures as has been underlined in the Environmental (Protection) Act, e.g. installation of dust contaminant-cum-suppression system, construction of wind-breaking walls, construction of metal-led roads within the premises, regular cleaning and wetting of the ground within the premises, development of a green belt along the periphery of the unit. All these aspects need to be checked and monitored by the respective State Pollution Control Boards.

There should not be any controversy that the heritage spots within the Braj-Kshetra (which also falls within TTZ) are being destroyed and destructed. We need to discuss the issue with the Mining Agency about the preparation of environmental management plan of the entire region by some competent organization. The recommendations of the plan may be discussed with the all concerned agencies including implementation of the action plan without any time loss. According to the inhabitants such activity should be stopped at the earliest and in our humble opinion such unwarranted interference with the ecology needs to be ceased. The mining activities witnessed by us has compelled us to reach to a conclusion that the miners have only one motive  i.e. as to how and in which manner they can accelerate their pace of profit earning at the cost of ecology, environment and total degradation of the existing flora and fauna, exploiting the natural resources brutally and insidiously.

The management of the mining suggests that the mining activity has not been carried out as per the approved mining plan. The mining activity is to be performed keeping in view the environment management plan, ecology and reclamation, disposal of waste, selection of site for stacking, mineral beneficiation, storage and preservation of top soil,  afforestation plan etc.
In conclusion, the following are suggested:

(1) Ceasing of the mining activity at once, 
(2) Possible restoration of the area by means of filling with earth, and subsequent plantation, 
(3) Removal of all rock splinters from the entire area, 
(4) Removal of rock-blasters / all technical aids from the abandoned mining area, 
(5) Withdrawal / revoking of consent granted to stone-crushers, 

(6) Repairing of all connecting roads to all the places of religious interest as well as for local connectivity, 
(7) Environmental impact assessment because of such devastating activity followed by 
(8) Preparation of Environmental Management Plan for the entire region and implementation of the remedial measures.
In conclusion, it also suggested to constitute a high power committee at the Central Level as well as at the TTZ level to over see the / examine all the concerns / issues highlighted in the report. 
(Dr. D. Saha)

I/c, CPCB-Agra

November 14, 2005
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Photograph: Left over site after mining
































PAGE  
4

